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Town of Carroll
Town Board Minutes
May Regular Meeting 6:30pm
Wednesday, May 13, 2020
The May Monthly Meeting of the Town of Carroll was held on the 13th day of
May 2020 at 6:30 p.m., at the Town of Carroll Administration Building,
5 W Main Street, Frewsburg, New York, with the following board members
present:
Supervisor Russell Payne
Councilman/Deputy Supervisor Kenneth Dahlgren
Councilwoman Patty Ekstrom (via Face time)
Councilman Thomas Fenton
Councilman Thomas Allison
Others in attendance were: Water Supervisor Daniel Sisson, Highway
Superintendent, James Mitchener, Police Chief William Nelson, Code
Enforcement Officer Alan Gustafson, and Town Clerk Susan Rowley.
As Covid 19 restrictions were being followed, this meeting was closed to
public attendance, however, was put on Face Book Live for residents wanting
to view the meeting.
The meeting was also transcribed, according to compliance with State laws, as
necessary for those residents who were not able to attend. Both regular and
transcribed minutes may be found on our Town website.
At 6:30pm Supervisor Russell Payne called the May 2020 meeting to order,
and led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
Public statements, announcements and questions:
Supervisor Payne’s opening comments:

The first thing I want to say before I get into the meeting is that to dispel any
rumors, as the Town of Carroll has been accused of holding an illegal board
meeting, which is not true. We not only have the permission from the State of
New York, permission from the New York Association of Towns, the County
and Sheriff Jim Quattrone, by orders in which he specifies that we are exempt,
and we are to follow social distancing, covering guidelines, and based on the
permits to gather for government, as long as other areas are followed. Sheriff
Quattrone was then asked by Town Clerk, Susan Rowley, if we complied with
each and every one of those restrictions, do we have his permission to meet
for our Town Board meeting? He stated that we not only have his permission,
but also the State of New York’s permission. So, we are covered.
COVID update:
There have been 44 confirmed cased in Chautauqua County; 7 active cases, 33
recovered cases, 4 deaths, 129 quarantined, or isolated and being monitored.
The number of negative test results 1628. As far as we are aware of at this
time, there have been no cases in the Town of Carroll, or in the Town of
Kiantone.
New Business
There is a new speed limit on Bunce Road between Ivory and Oak Hill roads.
Supervisor Payne read a letter that was sent to him from Mr. Michael Roche to
Mr. Drew Rodgers regarding that change with NYS Department of
Transportation.
Attachment 1
The Town Clean Up Day will be held on May 16 from 8am to 3pm at the
Highway Garage on Walgren Road.
The Rails to Trails project is continuing and town officials are working with
the NYS DEC to solve the problem with beaver dam flooding concerns on the
northern end of the trail. Rails to Trails is working closely with the DEC to
remedy that problem.

Approximately 250 to 300 masks were made and handed out by Candace
Payne, with help from Cathy Hiller and Elaine Crossley. A few other members
of town also made masks and they have been made available outside the
Town Hall door, during business hours, to provide masks for residents that
need them.
Due to the Corona Pandemic Restrictions, there was no meeting held for the
Month of April. As a result, there were no minutes to approve.
Supervisor Payne requested authorization to approve the monthly bills as
audited. A motion was made by Councilman Kenneth Dahlgren, seconded by
Councilman Thomas Fenton. All in favor, carried.
Supervisor Payne opened a discussion with commending Jim Mitchener for
the job he did with looking ahead to possible future budget shortfalls that may
come into play due to the sales tax revenue the town has lost because of the
COVID-19 restrictions, and the closing of area businesses. Supervisor Payne
read a note that came from the county today, and the town is looking at about
a 35% cut in sales tax revenue by New York State.
Attachment 2
Supervisor Payne stated that the town has some contingency money set aside,
and thanks to previous Highway Superintendent, Tom Allison. According to
current Highway Superintendent, Jim Mitchener, the town is in pretty good
shape. Supervisor Payne thanked Tom Allison for his past financial
responsibilities, and thanked Jim for the research he did to come up the
projected figures. He welcomed Jim to elaborate on his figures.
Jim Mitchener stated that he had been thinking at the time the sales tax cuts
for the town would be between 20 and 30% which off of his estimated
revenue was somewhere between $60,000 to $90,000 that he was going to
have to cut. He stated that it can be done within his budget, however, if it
grows, it would be very difficult. He also stated that it will depend on how
much money the Highway Department receives from the PAVE NY program,
and the Extreme Winter Recovery.

Supervisor Payne stated that moving forward, to protect the town during any
other possible emergencies, he would entertain a board motion to allow the
Town Supervisor to cancel or suspend town meetings in cases under
emergency situations.
A motion to allow the Town Supervisor to cancel or suspend town meetings in
the case of an emergency, was made by Councilman Kenneth Dahlgren, and
Seconded by Councilman Thomas Allison. Supervisor Payne asked if there
were any questions on the motion. There were none.
All in favor. Carried.
Old Business:
The purchase of a portion of 1715 Wahlgren Road and identified as part of
section and lot number 406.00-2-2-59 by Sunnyland LLC of 176 Chautauqua
Avenue, Lakewood, NY 14750, for the purchase price of $50,000. This parcel
consists of 35 acres which is situated on the southeastern portion including a
DEC easement, to allow the DEC access to the parcel. Town Attorney Paul
Webb has advised purchaser’s attorney, Mr. Pete Pilliteri, and he, along with
the attorneys of the NYS Association of Towns, agreed that it would call for
Board decision. Should anyone be in disagreement, it would need to be
followed up by a permissive referendum by the town residents. If there is an
objection to the sale, it would need to be validated on the next election cycle,
on November 10, 2020. The deadline for filing for the permissive referendum
would be August 3, 2020.
Supervisor Payne requested a motion by the town board to sell the parcel of
land, identified as part of section and lot number 406.00-2-2-59, to Sunnyland
LLC for the price of $50,000.
Councilman Tom Allison raised a question as to who would be responsible to
maintain the easement.
Supervisor Payne explained that the easement is an agreement between the
town and the DEC, and it is the responsibility of the town to maintain that
roadway.

Councilman Allison questioned if the easement would have to be plowed in
the winter months, and Supervisor Payne stated he would look into that
concern.
Supervisor Payne stated that plan for the property is for the potential buyer,
Sunnyside who is John Volpe, who owns Ivory Acres. He stated the plan is for
him is to build a solar array on the property. He didn’t believe the solar panels
have to be maintained, unless on the stations breaks and would need to be
repaired.
Supervisor Payne asked if there were any other questions?
Councilman Fenton made the motion to accept the bid for purchase of the
property for the offer of $50,000.
Councilman Allison seconded the motion. All in favor. Carried
Personnel Issues
Supervisor Payne stated that the board has one appointment of Julie Burkett
to be hired as Code Enforcement Assistant to Code Enforcement Officer, Al
Gustafson.
Councilman Kenneth Dahlgren made the motion to hire Julie Burkett as Code
Enforcement Assistant.
Councilwoman Patty Ekstrom seconded the motion. All in favor. Carried
Departments and Officer’s Reports:
Supervisor Payne stated that the Monthly Supervisor’s Financial report from
BLB, and the Monthly clerk’s report have been submitted to the Board.
Police Chief, William Nelson.
Chief Nelson stated that he had submitted his April and May reports to the
board. He also stated that nothing too out of the ordinary has occurred. He
stated that vehicle and traffic enforcement is down, and much of that is due to
lack of lessening of the traffic, and some of it is due to the fact that there is no

court in session right now and won’t be until June. He stated that officers are
using a little more caution in stopping cars and possibly issuing verbal
warnings as opposed to traffic summons, because of the court process that is
currently not in session. He stated there is a little bit of an uptake in mental
health type calls due to the current situation and the affairs we are in now, but
nothing that can’t be handled. He mentioned the past parking issues, at a
Water Street apartment building, has been a little bit better. The residents,
with some persuading from the landlord, who has been very helpful in trying
to keep that under control. He stated there has been some issues in parking in
front of Basil and Bones and the Frewsburger, however, everyone is happy
that both establishments are busy. The Police Department purchased some
traffic cones and signs that are put out on busy days, usually Thursday, Friday,
Saturday and Sunday. The cones have been placed on Pearl Street right across
from Basil and Bones, near the intersection of Main Street. Cones have also
been placed in front of the old Gift Gallery, even though they are already
marked “No Parking” zones, it is a little bit of reinforcement. A few cones have
also been placed across from the Town Hall on the curve, in an effort to keep
people from parking where they will obstruct vehicular traffic and visibility.
Chief Nelson feels these cones have been very helpful to keep people from
parking in No Parking Zones. He also stated that he is beginning to receive
complaints about four wheelers, side by sides and other types of vehicles that
people are purchasing for recreational use. He wanted to remind everyone
that they are not permitted on any roads anywhere, as this is becoming more
of an issue. They are also not allowed to be ridden in the Town Park.
He stated that these vehicles have a place, but the place is not on the Town
roadways.
Highway Supervisor James Mitchener:
Highway Supervisor Mitchener stated that the Highway Department has been
pretty much shut down up until the last couple of weeks. They began with a
50% decrease in workforce, and then it went to 100% work force reduction.
The last couple of weeks his department was back at 50%, and starting May
11, they are back to 100% workforce. He stated that Clean up days will be on
May 16, as planned. He stated that the signs for the speed limit reduction on
Bunce Road, have been ordered, and they should be in here anytime. He also
stated that the town does have issues with 4 wheelers at the Town Park
marking up the property. He stated that Chief Nelson and the Sheriff’s do a
great job, but they just can’t be there all the time. He added that trees have

been planted at the Town Park, and his department have the park bleachers
fixed. Although the Town Park still isn’t officially open, they have been
working hard to get it ready when we get the green light to open it up.
Superintendent Mitchener stated that summer projects are on track to do chip
sealing in June, and they have plans to do some nova chipping on village
streets in the town this summer. He also wanted to express his gratitude to
the Lion’s club, and special thanks to Bob Sandberg who spent a lot of time
assisting with tree planting. He also stated there was a Park meeting today
with the Park Committee, and it all went very well.
Water Department Supervisor Dan Sisson:
Water Supervisor Sisson stated that is department has been busy maintaining
meters. Fire Hydrant flushing will happen the week of June 8th. He stated that
his department has also been on reduced workforce, but they will be back up
to 100% next week. They are scheduled to raise the water rates on May 1st.
The department plans on going to minimal $40 to $50, and to $5.50 per
thousand, up from $5.00 currently. He has discussed with Supervisor Payne
as to wait to raise rates at this time, to perhaps forego raising rates this
quarter, perhaps visit it again in July. He asked for the board support to hold
off raising rates until August 1, to help those residents who have been laid off
due to COVID. He believes it would be a nice way to help out our community at
this time. He also stated that his department is not moving as fast on
scheduled tank projects, due to COVID-19 issues and a reduction in work
force. He stated the surveying at the Scholeno residence has been completed,
and he is hoping that next week they will be able to meet with the engineers to
go over things. Supervisor Sisson also stated that he had some concern
regarding the water budget line that was in the budget in prior years for the
clerk’s office. He stated that he noticed it was not in the 2020 budget, in the
line item, and it had been there previous years. He also stated that the electric
bill that the Highway side uses, which is all one meter, was split it up between
the Water and Highway Department in previous years, and it is now it’s one
lump sum, and being solely paid by the Water Department. He is concerned
that both expenses were in the budget up until 2019, but the 2020 Budget is
not showing it, for some reason the water department money isn’t there. He
stated that the clerk’s office collects all the water bills, and deposits them in
the bank, and it is quite time consuming. He suggested doing a budget
transfer to give the clerk’s office some funding, to pay the town for water bill
postage for the year as they use the postage meter to send the bills.

Councilman Ken Dahlgren suggested to have BLB prepare a budget transfer
for the next meeting.
Water Supervisor Sisson added that the department’s 2019 annual quality
report finished, and has been posted on the town’s website. Copies are also
available at the town hall for anyone not able to access the website, and if
anyone wants a copy to please call the town hall and the clerk will mail one to
them. He also added that the water department is are looking at a new water
billing program, as their current program is really antiquated. He will be
contacting a couple of different companies and will have a quote to bring
before the board at a future meeting. He plans to join in with the Code
Enforcement Officer who is also looking for a new program, and work
together so they can both save money when ordering the new systems
together.
Animal Control Officer Nicholas Cusimano was absent, and a report was not
available.
Code Enforcement Officer Alan Gustafson:
Officer Gustafson submitted a written report to the board. He stated that
many building permits have been issued. He stated that it’s usually a little
busier this time of the year, that most likely being due to the Corona Virus
situation. He stated that Executive order issued by the Governor, basically
states that non-essential construction cannot happen unless there is only one
person on the job. Most of the projects were permitted before the one person
jobs, with agricultural projects being the only exception, as agricultural
projects are exempt. He summarized the first page, stating there is some
current complaints that he has been working on. He stated that this year has
been exceptionally busy as far as people starting work without permits. He
has a list of properties that he has been working on, with the help of the
Assessor’s office. He is planning on placing a public notice in the Post Journal
and the Dunkirk Observer, as it’s a county wide issue, to let people know that
when they are doing these kinds of projects, they will need to get a permit
from their local municipality. The Comprehensive Plan Committee has met a
couple of times, and they are scheduled to meet again on Monday. He feels it
necessary, in light of the comprehensive plan that was passed, to update the
current zoning laws and the zoning map. He stated he is with someone on a
digitized map that will actually have some GIS components. The Planning

board met twice this year and has issued three special use permits. He stated
that the South tower on 39 Venman Street has been started. He added that
one of the bigger issues he has been working on, is the former Ethan Allan
plant. He did an inspection a few weeks ago, and he feels some serious action
will need to be taken against the owner. He wants them to either fix it or take
it down. He stated that the roof is leaking terrible from the higher story
portion, and there is even portion in the back where it is leaking so bad that
the roof is collapsing. There is a constant issue with the back door being open,
and the police department has been involved from time to time. He stated
that he will be moving forward and get serious with this.
He also mentioned that 39 Falconer Street continues to be an issue, he has
spoken to the owner, the police chief and the Supervisor concerning this
property. He stated that it is difficult from the vehicle standpoint because
there isn’t anything in our zoning law that restricts how many vehicles that
can be parked, and all but one or two at that property are licensed. The big
issue is, is he running a business or not? We are going to just going to proceed
with the assumption he is running a business and have the judge decide.
Councilman Tom Allison questioned if there a law concerning only two
vehicles that are unlicensed being allowed on a property?
Code Officer Gustafson answered that in a residential area, our zoning law
doesn’t allow any, just allowing one under certain conditions, and that has to
be in the state of repair, but one is the most allowed. He stated that it is a gray
area, but the majority of the time, at this property they are all licensed. He
added that there are a couple vehicles that come and go, but the bigger issues
are just all the vehicles, and the ones in the front are always licensed.
Councilman Ken Dahlgren asked, “When you run the licenses, they are all
people that live there?”
Chief Nelson commented, “For the most part, yes.”
Code Officer Gustafson added, that he’s tried to sit down and reason with the
owner and he’s stated he said to him, “Hey, you say it’s not a business, and
we’re saying it is, do yourself a favor and just clean up the place.” He stated he
will have to push forward when the courts open up.
Another issue was that he issued a notice to that property owner at 10
Venman, and he is waiting to see what comes back. He stated that owners

have moved out and left the place in a mess. He also added that Carroll Manor
had an issue with no hot water for a couple of weeks, and it was an
unfortunate situation. Supervisor Payne replied that it has been repaired, he
understood that a new system was installed, it was a new large boiler in that
building to replace the old one. He added that the new part they put in, to fix
the old one, didn’t fix the problem, so they had to order a new system and that
took more time.
Code Officer Gustafson added that now that Spring is here, he is also going to
try to keep on top of the grass and mowing issues. He stated he attended an
educational webinar today on land use, so if anyone has any questions, he may
be able to answer them.
Councilman Tom Allison questioned Officer Gustafson on the properties that
are on the front page of his report and what does he have to do to address the
property violations that are currently an issue?
Officer Gustafson stated in these situations, he will have to either talk to the
owners or send violation notices out. He added that usually just making them
aware they are in violation and giving them some time to take care of it,
usually works, if it doesn’t then he has to go to the next step. He added that
now that the board has appointed Julie Burkett for an assistant to his office,
she will be able to handle the calls when people call for permits. He can be out
in the field, and send her a list of letters that needs to residents, she can be
available to do the clerical work so he can be out in the field. He states that
this will make his office more efficient, and with the purchase the software, it
will make it easier to keep things moving more efficiently.
Supervisor Russ Payne informed everyone that there is some information on
71 Ivory as well, they’ve come down on their price, and hopefully they will
reach a price where it can be sold. It would be wonderful to get it back as
viable property again.
Laurie Sorg was absent. Her report was read.
Attachment 3
John Davis was not able to be at the meeting because of a conflict.

Ken Dahlgren:
Councilman Dahlgren stated did sit in on the Comprehensive meeting via
Zoom, and they are going to be trying to get some of the other committees
going via Zoom also, that have not been able to meet.
Patty Ekstrom:
Councilwoman Ekstrom wanted to express her thanks Jim Mitchener and the
Highway Department for getting the trees planted at the Town Park. She also
wanted to express her gratitude to Candy Payne for making so many masks,
and also to everyone else who has made masks for the Community.
Tom Allison: Nothing more
Tom Fenton: Councilman Tom Fenton also wanted to express his thanks to
Highway Superintendent, Jim Mitchener for the nice job he did at the
Water/Highway Department on repairing the water damage to the building.
He inquired on what has been done concerning the new alarm.
Water Supervisor Dan Sisson stated that they have discussed it with the alarm
manufacturers, and the alarm will alert them of different things, but not if
there is a water leak, so if his department is called, they are sure to report
right away to make sure there isn’t a problem. He stated that if the alarm
sends a message to the smoke alarm, or the heat detector, it will give a fault
message, but for a water flow, it wouldn’t show that issue.
Councilman Ken Dahlgren added that at his church, the insurance company
sent them three little detectors, that can be placed on the floors and they
connect to a smart phone. These alarms will notify you that there is a water
leakage, they are available and they aren’t very expensive. Supervisor Sisson
stated he will do some research on them.
Supervisor Payne:
Supervisor Payne stated that he received a phone call late this afternoon from
Senator Borrello’s office, and they wanted to covey to the town that they are
actively working on trying to separate Chautauqua County from Erie County
when applying to COVID 19 figures, which are linked to the reopening of our

area for business. His office also stated that the numbers in our area are
actually lower than the area that is designated as a Southern Tier, because our
figures are actually lower and they are going back to work.
Councilwoman Ekstrom added that unfortunately, due to COVID-19
restrictions, we are unable to have the Veteran’s Memorial service at the
Town of Carroll Veteran’s Park on Wednesday, May 20.
Supervisor Payne added that the Legion is having a Memorial Day Ceremony
for Memorial Day, in their parking lot and everyone in attendance will remain
in their vehicle.
Councilman Ken Dahlgren added that Fentonville is doing the same thing, and
their ceremony will be held at the Kiantone Church parking lot, because there
is no room in Fentonville to do a drive-in ceremony.
Councilman Tom Fenton questioned if the Fire Department would be able to
hold the Gala Days?
Water Supervisor Dan Sisson answered him that the Fire Department will be
meeting on Saturday to make that decision. He promised to keep the board
updated on that information.
Supervisor Russell Payne requested a motion to adjourn the meeting at
7:14pm. Councilman Tom Fenton made the motion, Councilman Ken
Dahlgren seconded the motion. All in favor. Carried.
Respectfully Submitted,

Susan Rowley
Town of Carroll Clerk

Town of Carroll
Town Board Minutes
TRANSCRIBED
May Meeting 6:30pm
Wednesday,
May 13, 2020
The May Monthly Meeting of the Town of Carroll was held on the 13th day of
May 2020 at 6:30 p.m., at the Town of Carroll Administration Building,
5 W Main Street, Frewsburg, New York, with the following board members
present:
Supervisor Russell Payne
Councilman/Deputy Supervisor Kenneth Dahlgren
Councilwoman Patty Ekstrom (via Face time)
Councilman Thomas Fenton
Councilman Thomas Allison
Others in attendance were: Water Supervisor Daniel Sisson, Highway
Superintendent, James Mitchener, Police Chief William Nelson, Code
Enforcement Officer Alan Gustafson, and Town Clerk Susan Rowley.
As COVID-19 restrictions were being followed, this meeting was closed to
public attendance, however, was put on Face Book Live for residents wanting
to view the meeting.
The meeting has been transcribed as necessary for those residents who were
not able to attend.
At 6:30pm Supervisor Russell Payne called the meeting to order, and led
everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
Supervisor Payne’s opening comments:
Ok, Public statements and announcements, and any questions

I have, the first thing I want to say before I get into that, is that to dispel any
rumors that the Town of Carroll has been accused of holding an illegal board
meeting, is not true. We not only have the permission from the State of New
York, the permission from the New York Association of Towns, the County and
Sheriff Jim Quattrone, by orders he specified that we are exempt, we are to
follow social distancing, covering guidelines and based on the permits gather
for government as long as other areas are followed. He was then asked by
Town Clerk, Susan Rowley, if we complied with each and every one of those
restrictions do we have permission to meet? For our Town Board meeting, do
we have his permission to meet? He stated that we not only have his
permission, but also the State of New York’s. So, we are covered.
Also, under the COVID update, 44 confirmed cases in Chautauqua County; 7
active cases, 33 recovered cases, 4 deaths, 129 quarantined or isolated and are
being monitored, and the number of negative test results is 1628. We are still
at zero cases in the Town of Carroll, and zero in the Town of Kiantone so far
that we know of.
The first thing I have is the new speed limit and I will read the letter from
Regional Traffic Engineer Michael Roche, to: Mr. Drew Rodgers, Engineer of
Chautauqua County Department of Public Works, 54 N. Works Street,
Falconer, NY 14733:
Dear Mr. Rodgers:
As follow up to our February 12, 2020 letter, we have completed our traffic
engineering investigation related to the Town of Carroll request for a speed
limit review on Bunce Road in the Town of Carroll.
Based on the data we have collected, and our speed zone evaluation criteria,
we have determined that we will establish a 40 MPH speed limit on Bunce
Road between Ivory Road and Oak Hill Road. All signs necessary to post the
speed zone will be the responsibility of the Town of Carroll. When we receive
a copy of the approved Notice of Order legally establishing the 40 MPH speed
limit from the Director of the Traffic and Safety Division in Albany, we will
forward a copy to you for your records.
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at
(716) 847-3268 or David Sobol, of my staff, at (716) 847-3256.

Sincerely, Michael J. Roche, P.E. Regional Traffic Engineer
As scheduled, the Town Clean Up Day is May 16 from 8am to 3pm.
Rails to Trails project is continuing and we are working with the NYS DEC to
solve the problem with beaver dam flooding concerns on the northern end of
the trail. That is an ongoing process, and Rails to Trails is working closely
with, like I said, the DEC to remedy that problem.
Approximately 250 to 300 masks were made and handed out by my wife,
Candace, and also with help from Cathy Hiller and Elaine Crossley. A few
other members of the town also made masks and they were made available
outside the door to provide masks for people in the town that needed them.
The next item will come up on New Business, so I will skip over that.
The meeting minutes, there was no meeting held in the Month of April due to
the Corona Pandemic Restrictions, moving on to authorization of payment of
the bills.
Do I have a motion to accept the payment of the Bills?
Kenneth Dahlgren: So moved
Thomas Fenton: Seconded
Supervisor Payne:
Motion has been made by Councilman Dahlgren to pay the monthly bills and
seconded by Councilman Thomas Fenton. All those in favor, signify by saying
“Aye”
All members: “Aye”
Opposed?
Carried and so ordered.
No more pressing town issues, so I will move on to New Business,
With Jim Mitchener’s help, and I commend him for the job he did to look into
the budget shortfalls that may come into play, we’re looking at, and I have

figures, I have that came from the county today, we are looking at about a 35%
cut in sales tax revenue by New York State. We have some contingency money
set aside, and thanks to previous Highway Superintendent, Tom Allison, we’re
in pretty good shape from what Jim tells me. So thanks Tom for what you did
in the past, and thanks Jim for the research you did. Jim do you want to
elaborate on that at all?
Jim Mitchener:
No, I mean, the conversation that we had, at the time we were thinking
between 20 and 30% which off of my estimated revenue was about
somewhere between $60,000 to $90,000 that I was going to have to cut. It can
be done, the upper figure I can find, if we are going to get into the hundreds of
thousands, I mean a stretch would be $113,000 probably for me, I would hate
to have to come up with $155,000, that would be pretty rough, but I’m not
saying we can’t. It depends on how much money I get from the PAVE NY
program, and the Extreme Winter Recovery, because those are back in the
budget, and anything I would get there would be a little bit of a windfall. If I
do get that, I am hoping that you guys would get the letter, you are going to
have to put that back into your budget back on the revenue side, because I did
not budget it, and then you are going to have to dump it to me so I can spend
it, that’s where we are at. I’ll make some cuts and I’ll be conservative, I think
we are still alright with our summer projects, so we will see how it goes.
Supervisor Payne responded with Certainly, thanks Jim for your work on that.
At this time going forward to protect the town, I would entertain a board
resolution to allow the Town Supervisor to cancel or suspend town meetings
in cases under emergency situations.
Ken Dahlgren: So moved
Tom Allison: Seconded
Supervisor Payne: Questions on the motion? All those in favor signify by
saying “Aye”
All Board Members: “Aye”
Supervisor Payne: Carried, so ordered. Thank you

Old Business: The purchase of a portion of 1715 Wahlgren Road and identified
as part of section and lot number 406.00-2-2-59 by Sunnyland LLC of 176
Chautauqua Avenue, Lakewood, NY 14750, for the purchase price of $50,000
which consists of 35 acres which is situated on the southeastern portion of the
parcel in question. And, including a DEC easement, to allow the DEC access to
the parcel as they presently have. Town Attorney Paul Webb is well aware of
the purchase offer, and advised purchaser’s attorney, Mr. Pete Pillittieri, that
he along with the attorneys of the NYS Association of Towns, all agreed that
the sale may be made, being that the proper Board resolution followed up by a
permissive referendum if needed, if required, by the town residents. If there is
an objection to the sale, and it be validated on the next election cycle, date
which would be November 10, 2020, deadline for filing for the permissive
referendum would be August 3, 2020.
I would entertain a motion to sell that parcel of land to Sunnyland LLC for the
price of $50,000.
Councilman Tom Allison: I have a question. What about the road that goes
down there?
Supervisor Payne: That’s the assessment, the easement has been built into
the…
Tom Allison: That is the easement? That road?
Supervisor Payne: That is the easement, the easement has been taken care of,
Paul Webb handled that, that has been done previous to this.
Tom Allison: Ok but, who is going to maintain it?
Supervisor Payne: The easement is an agreement between the town and the
DEC, it’s up the town to maintain that roadway, even if it’s gravel to fill up the
potholes. They just need to be able to get back in there to check their test
wells on a periodic basis.
Tom Allison: What about the people that got to get in there? Is it going to be a
winter thing?
Supervisor Payne: They are going to be using that to get in there too. Well, I
believe it’s a build it and leave it. What the plan is, is the person, Sunnyside is

also known as, it’s John Volpe who owns Ivory Acres. The plan going forward
for him is to build a solar array on the property, The solar array is, the DEC
will hold him harmless for anything that is going on down there and the solar
panels really don’t have to be maintained, unless one of the stations breaks
and they fall back, to repair that, that’s all.
Tom Allison: I just wondered, you just hate to have someone tell Jim in the
middle of November, “Hey, forgot to tell you that you have to plow that.”
Supervisor Payne: I don’t believe that it involves, from what I have been told,
it involves wintertime.
Patty Ekstrom: Russ, is that something you can check into?
Supervisor Payne: Yes, I can ask
Jim Mitchener: Where is that Southwestern Corner? Which way is that going
in?
Tom Allison: That would be right at the end of the road
Jim Mitchener: The road going down in
Ken Dahlgren: It would be right down at the end of the road so there wouldn’t
be that much access in
Tom Fenton: The end of the road where my son’s at, right?
Tom Allison: Yes
Supervisor Payne: Any other questions?
Tom Fenton: So moved
Supervisor Payne: Motion has been made by Tom Fenton to accept the
purchase offer of $50,000 for the parcel, do I hear a second on the motion?
Tom Allison: I’ll second it

Russell Payne: Second by Tom Allison, all those in favor respond by saying
“Aye”
All: “Aye”
Supervisor Payne: Apposed? Carried. So ordered.
Moving on, Personnel Issues, we do under appointments have one
appointment of Julie Burkett to be Code Enforcement Assistant for Al. I would
entertain a motion for that appointment for Julie Burkett as Code Enforcement
Assistant.
Ken Dahlgren: So moved
Patty Ekstrom: Seconded
Supervisor Payne: Motion has been made by Ken Dahlgren and seconded by
Patty Ekstrom. All those in favor signify by saying “Aye”
All: Aye
Supervisor Payne: Opposed? Carried. So ordered.
Departments and Officer’s Reports:
We have the Monthly Supervisor’s Financial report from BLB and we have the
Monthly clerk’s report available.
Move to Police Chief, William Nelson.
Police Chief:
You have my two monthly reports. Nothing too out of the ordinary. You will
notice that vehicle and traffic enforcement is down somewhat and a lot of that
is due to lack of lessening of the traffic and some of it is due to the fact that
there is no court in session right now and won’t be until June. Officers are
using a little more caution in stopping cars and possibly issuing verbal
warnings as opposed to traffic summons again because of the court process
not being there. A little bit of an uptake in mental health type calls due to the

current situation and the affairs we are in now, but nothing we can’t handle.
The parking issue we have had, one of the one we had at the previous meeting
was the Water Street apartment building, and that has been a little bit better
with them parking along side and out back. I did notice this week that one of
their tenants there is parking kind of on the front corner, and better but not
perfect. Jon Blanchard, the owner has been very helpful in trying to keep that
under control. We’ve had some issues in parking because of the Basil and
Bones and the Frewsburger, which I’m glad to see that they are busy. We
purchased some traffic cones and signs that I have put out on the busy days,
usually Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. I put the cones out on Pearl
Street right across from Basil and Bones near the intersection of Main Street.
In front of the old Gift Gallery in that area, they are already marked “No
Parking” zones, this is just a little bit of reinforcement. Also, a couple across
from the Town Hall on the curve, in an effort to keep people from parking
where they obstruct vehicular traffic and visibility and that type of thing. It’s
been helpful, we put them up during the day, take them down at night and
them put them up again the next day. I think that’s helped a lot. The only other
thing I have, is that we are starting to get a little bit of a pickup in four
wheelers, side by sides and all those types of vehicles that people are
purchasing for recreational use. They are not permitted on any roads
anywhere and we are starting to see some of that and getting some
complaints, and we’ll deal with those as they come in, but that is starting to
become an issue. Once the weather starts finally to get nice and stay nice, I am
assuming that will become even more of an issue.
Supervisor Payne: Are they allowed in the Town Park?
Chief Nelson: No, they are not.
Tom Allison: What about farm vehicles like Gators?
Chief Nelson: Well, they are not permitted on the roads
Tom Allison: That is not the story we got from Tim Wright, when he had a
complaint on a kid up on Frew Run he said they were in fact, because they had
stop lights with a three cornered sign, permitted on town and county roads if
they are in the midst of agriculture.

Chief Nelson: Well if they are in the midst of that, they are not racing up and
down the roads and ripping up people’s lawns. The ones that I am talking
about are the ones that are out there just strictly for recreation and fun. They
have a place but the place is not on the Town roadways. I just noticed that
even while walking around town with my wife, they are driving around like
it’s perfectly okay and it’s not. They are not following the road rules, no
stopping, and I feel it’s something that can get out of hand. We are getting a
lot of complaints about that…other than that it hasn’t been too bad. That’s all I
have.
Highway Supervisor James Mitchener:
The Highway Department has been pretty much shut down up until the last
couple of weeks. We started out at 50% and then we got shut down to 100%
work force reduction. The last couple of weeks we were back at 50% and
starting May 11, which was Monday here, we are back at full power. Clean up
days will move forward on the 16th like you said. I got a note from Cecelia
Nosel, she said something about setting up some sort of an area where people
who have stuff that is too good to pitch but they still want rid of it, and
basically just a “free Zone” I will get back to her, if they want to set it up and
ramrod it, fine…I’m not going to take the time to put free stuff in people’s cars,
but we have other things to do, but if that’s what she wants to do, then fine.
I do have the signs ordered for your speed limit reduction on Bunce, they
should be in here anytime. We do have the issue of 4 wheelers at the Town
Park, and Bill and the Sheriff’s do a great job, but they just can’t be there all
the time, and its part of that deal. We do have the trees planted and we have
the park bleachers fixed, so things at the Town Park are pretty much shaped
up, although it won’t be open. Our summer projects are on track to do our
chip sealing in June and we are going to be doing some nova chipping on
village streets and the town this summer.
Russ Payne: I saw the trees, Jim and they look good.
Jim Mitchener: I want to thank the Lion’s club and Bob Sandberg especially;
spent a lot of time up there. Park meeting today with Patty and the rest of
them, it all went great.
Water Department Supervisor Dan Sisson:

Well we are just trying to keep things going, we have had a few issues and
have been taking care of people’s meters. We are going to be doing Fire
Hydrant flushing the week of June 8th, it’s a little later than normal but we will
be back up full to 100% next week ourselves. We are scheduled to raise the
water rates on May 1st, they were going to minimal $40 to $50, per thousand is
5 right now to 5.50, that was suppose to be as of May 1st. I have talked to Russ
and Patty, I am wondering if we should just not raise rates at this time, not go
ahead with raising rates this quarter, look at it again in July and hold off until
August 1. Just to help people who have been laid off due to COVID, and help
out in a few ways. I’m on schedule for what I’m bringing in for revenues so it’s
really not going to hurt us at all. I just think it’s a nice thing to help out our
community at this time. We are not moving as fast on our tank projects, we
are working on that because of all of this going on, we are slowing down. We
have had the surveying done at Scholeno’s. I am hoping next week we will
meet with the engineers to go over all of those things. It’s not going to hurt
my budget if we do hold off a quarter, it’s probably about $8,000 to $10,000 of
revenue. We are just wondering if that is what we should do, people will see
in the August 1st bill if we don’t…if we do hold off until August 1st, they will see
an increase in their November 1st bill. We can look at it again in July, if things
are still tough we can talk about it then.
Russ Payne: I would be in favor of holding off until next billing.
Dan Sisson: I still have a couple of things. The Town clerk in the budget
always got so much money. $2,500 to $3,000, and it’s not in the budget, for
some reason in the line item. Also, the electric bill that the Highway side uses,
it’s all one meter, we use to split it up and now it’s one lump sum. Neither one
of those two are in the line item for some reason, we don’t know what
happened, all the way up to 2019 they were there, in the 2020 budget it is not
showing it. It shows that the cemetery, that I get money to mow that every
year, but for some reason the water department money isn’t there. Sue was
asking some questions, and I told her there was money there that the water
department always pays. They collect our bills and make payments so it’s
quite a bit of work. Since Tom Fenton has been there it’s probably been there,
as he has always told me about that. For some reason it’s not there, we got
talking about how much there is to do. We are going to make it a little higher,
she is asking about $5,000, and $3,500 would be for the Clerk line, and the rest
of it for Postage. Last year, Tenneil suggested we use the postage meter
instead of using stamps and we were saving about ten cents per piece, so that

was a great way of doing it. So instead of paying the clerk every quarter for
(postage) water bills, which is about $350 give or take a little bit each quarter,
we would just give them one lump sum instead of writing out a check each
time. We mail 4 times a year, so that just started. We use to just buy stamps
at the post office and put them on. Years ago, we did bulk mailing, but it got
too expensive as we had to recertify mailing and it got to where it wasn’t
worth it anymore. Then Tenneil found this last year which started working
out good. I just wanted your thoughts on this, I don’t know what happened
and why it’s not there anymore.
Supervisor Payne: We will have to ask BLB why that is not on any line item
budget. Patty do you know?
Patty Ekstrom: No, I don’t know, but I feel that this is a past practice, so it’s not
hard to do a line transfer from water department to the clerk’s line if that is
what all agree upon.
Supervisor Payne: Yes, if we are staying within line item budget for that
expenditure that is not there for 2020
Dan Sisson: Yes, and I don’t really know what line they took it out of, they just
said it would not affect your budget, like say I had X number of dollars in the
budget, it never affected to raise it up, it just automatically transferred over to
the clerk side, every year. The only thing I’m saying if we put it up to $5,000, it
would cover everything that we do, I can take it out of a couple of different
lines maybe and we will make sure it gets done right.
Ken Dahlgren: Yes, we could have BLB prepare a budget transfer for the next
meeting.
Supervisor Payne: She already created a new line item for that already, Sue
set that up, so that’s done, but as far as why that doesn’t appear in the 2020
budget, she may know or have a better explanation as to why it doesn’t
appear.
Dan Sisson: Well, we might as well ask her about the electric bill too, because
that is kind of weird.
Supervisor Payne: Yes, we can straighten that out.

Dan Sisson: Also, our annual quality report is out, it should be on our website
for people to see it, I put it in the water bill notice that they can do that, or
they can get copies here by calling us and we can mail a copy to anyone who
doesn’t have a computer. We have mailed out one so far. One other thing, we
are looking at a new water billing program, ours is really antiquated. In the
last week we have had a couple of issues more with it, we started looking at a
new billing program after the new clerk started at a new billing program. We
found a decent one, and I know Al is looking for a new program also. I think in
the next couple of weeks we should all get together and get all one program.
We will work harder at that now that we can all get back to work, especially
now that Julie will be doing work with it and that will make it all easier for
everybody, With all this COVID we had to kind of slack off a little bit on it, but
we will get back to it now. That’s all I have.
Supervisor Payne: Ok, thanks Dan. We are looking at Williamson and
comparing apples to apples on that with Williamson and BAS, right Sue?
Susan Rowley: Yes
Supervisor Payne: Nick’s not here, so Code Enforcement Officer Report
Code Enforcement Officer Alan Gustafson:
I have submitted a written report to you, building permits issued, I
summarized them to you through actually starting in January. I have given
you verbal reports, nothing in writing so I included everything back to
January. For this time of the year, it’s usually a little busier, normal items one
that I mentioned at the bottom of the page, because of the Corona Virus
situation, Executive order issued by the Governor, basically states that nonessential construction cannot happen unless there is one person on the job.
Most of these projects have happened before the one person jobs, the only one
that would be an exception to that would be, as agricultural projects are
exempt. There is a house up there that is going to be started, so I have advised
the applicant there that if he is working by himself that is fine, but if he is
bringing in other people, for the time being that is not allowed to happen. Just
a summary of the first page, there is some current complaints that I have been
working on. For some reason, this year has really been crazy as far as people
starting work without permits, I have a list of properties on here that I have

been chasing down with the help of the Assessor noticing those. We are trying
to work with, we have a building officials association with the county, try to
work with them to get a public notice out in the Post Journal and the Dunkirk
Observer, as it’s county wide, to let people know that when they are doing
these kinds of projects, they will need to get a permit from their local
municipality. Comprehensive Plan Committee, I just made up that name, not
sure what it is called, but we’ve met a couple of times, we are scheduled to
meet again on Monday. That’s the discussion as to know what direction we
want to go, but we felt it necessary in light of the comprehensive plan that was
passed, the action items we are currently looking at, the current zoning law as
far as making recommendations to update that, and their zoning map. In fact,
I talked to Don Corp today and he’s willing to assist us with working on a
digitized map that will actually have some GIS components hopefully, so we
will be getting into that and that’s a good thing moving forward. Planning
board met twice this year and we’ve issued three special use permits. I feel
really bad about one of them, we issued a special use permit for the guy that
bought old Hot Coals/Rio property, that was right about when this all started,
the poor guy bought a building that he can’t use yet. South tower on 39
Venman Street, that has been started. I haven’t been there in a few weeks, but
I’m assuming they are still working over there. One of the bigger issues I am
going to be working on, is the former Ethan Allan plant over there, we all
know what is going on with that. I did do an inspection here a few weeks ago,
and we are at the point now where we’ve got to take serious action against the
owner, either fix it or take it down. The roof is leaking terribly from the
upper, the higher story portion, there is even a portion in the back where it is
leaking so bad that the roof is collapsing. When I was over there the back
door was open, Jerry from CNR Construction went over and secured that
again, but it’s just been a constant battle. The police department has been
involved from time to time, we are going to move forward and get serious
with this.
39 Falconer Street, that continues to be an issue. I’ve spoken to the owner, the
police chief and the Supervisor. It’s not as easy as it seems, as far as the
vehicles, they are licensed. The big issue is that, is he running a business or
not? So, we are going to just proceed with the assumption he is running a
business and have the judge decide.
Tom Allison: Isn’t’ there a law about only two vehicles that are unlicensed?

Al Gustafson: Actually, in a residential area our zoning law doesn’t allow any,
well actually it allows one under certain conditions, in the state of repair, but
one is the most allowed. It’s a gray area, but the majority of the time they are
all licensed. There’s been a couple stuck in here and there, they come and go,
but the bigger issues just all the vehicles and the ones in the front are always
licensed.
Ken Dahlgren: When you run the licenses, they are all people that live there?
Chief Nelson: For the most part, yes.
Al Gustafson: In fact there’s new ones now with Florida Plates, there’s a
family member that moved in from Florida, so there is two of three vehicles
from there. I’ve tried to sit down and reason with him, and I’ve said, “Hey, you
say it’s not a business, and we’re saying it is, do yourself a favor and just clean
up the place.” It may not go anywhere. We are just going to have to push
forward when the courts open up.
Supervisor Payne: Anything new on 10 Venman?
Al Gustafson: I did issue a notice to that property owner; I am just waiting to
see what comes back. The owners moved out and left the place in a mess. You
may or may not know, the Supervisor knows, Carroll Manor had an issue with
no hot water for a couple of weeks, it was an unfortunate situation. Have you
heard anything new about that lately?
Supervisor Payne: It’s been repaired, I heard they put a new system in, a new
large boiler in that building to replace the old one, because the new part they
put in, didn’t fix the problem.
Ken Dahlgren: There hasn’t been a problem since that second fix.
Al Gustafson: Well that is what really needed to happen, they tried to repair it
and due to the virus stuff, that dragged on receiving the parts.
Now that Spring is here, we are just going to try to keep on top of the grass. I
went to an educational webinar today on land use, so if you have those
questions, I may be able to answer them.

Tom Allison: I have a question Al, these properties that are on the front page,
the following property violations are currently being addressed. What do you
have to do to address these issues?
Al Gustafson: These we will have to either talk to the owners or send notice of
violations out, that’s what we have done so far. Just making them aware they
are in violation and give them so much time to take care of it, and then we go
to the next step.
Tom Allison: There are some bad places around town.
Al Gustafson: I’m glad you mentioned that, because we did appoint Julie for an
assistant, the plan is that she can work, obviously she will be here, so when
people call for permits and things like that, she can be the face of the Code
Department, and as I am out and about, I can send her give her a list of letters
that need to go out to this one, this one, this one, this one, so she can be
sending those out and watching them, so I can get the clerical stuff off my
back, so I can just be out in the field, that’s the plan. I’m hoping this will make
it more efficient, plus if we do purchase the software that we budged for that
will make it easier to keep things moving. That is what gets me tied down a lot
of times is just the paperwork, it’s easy to go out and identify things and send
the first notice out, but the follow ups and all of that gets kind of crazy.
Supervisor Payne: Just so everyone knows, there is some movement on 71
Ivory as well, they’ve come down on their price, and hopefully they will come
down more, it’s not worth what they are asking for, between you and I. So
there is movement there, so hopefully there is some interest, people want to
buy it and fix it up and put it back as viable property again, and that will be
nice.
**Laurie Sorg’s report was read...Attachment 1
John Davis couldn’t be here tonight he had a conflict of a meeting.
Ken Dahlgren report:
Nothing specific, other than I did sit in on the Comprehensive meeting via
Zoom, and we are going to be trying to get some of the other committees going
via Zoom that haven’t been able to meet. We were kind of holding off thinking

we were going to be able to meet in person by now, that doesn’t look like that
is happening anytime soon, so I guess that is going to be the new norm.
Patty Ekstrom: I just want to thank Jim Mitchener and the Highway
Department for getting the trees up at the Town Park, they went up and got
them there, they got them planted and it’s just a fantastic thing. Thank you,
Jim. Thank you to Candy for making all of those masks and everyone else
that’s made masks for the Community. That’s all.
Tom Allison: No I just talked to Al about the property stuff…that’s all.
Tom Fenton: Yeah, I just wanted to say that Jim did a nice job out there at the
shop repairing the water damage, and what’s been done about fixing the
alarm? Anything?
Dan Sisson: We talked to them a while back, but it’s just a regular alarm, so if
they call us we just make sure we go down, to make sure there isn’t a problem,
there is nothing else really to do.
Tom Fenton: You put all that time and money in there, I hate to see it do it
again, you know?
Dan Sisson: Well, yeah, if a line breaks, there’s not much you can do until
something happens, there’s nothing really.
Tom Allison: Do you mean if an alarm sounds?
Dan Sisson: Yeah, if it makes a message to the smoke alarm, or the heat
detector, it gives a fault that’s the only time you would know, but for a water
flow, we don’t have anything.
Ken Dahlgren: For our church, our insurance company just sent us three little
detectors, that you can put on the floors to places and they hook to your
phone, that notify you that there is water leakage, like to put on boiler rooms
and things like that. They were free, they came from our insurance agent, they
came in the mail. They asked if we wanted them and we said, sure! So I know
those are available and they aren’t expensive. Something that can sit if water
might run to first if there is a leak, and it would send a message to somebody’s
phone.

Dan Sisson: I’ll do some research on it.
Supervisor Payne: All I have left is I received a phone call late this afternoon
from Senator Borrello’s office, he wanted to convey to us that they are
actively working on trying to separate Chautauqua County from Erie County
when applying to COVID 19 figures, which are linked to the reopening of our
area for business. They are working hard on trying to get that changed over.
He advised me, and I was not aware of this, our numbers are actually lower
than the area that is designated as a Southern Tier, we are actually both
Western NY and Southern Tier. So, they are trying to separate that out and
make us part of the Southern Tier, because our figures are actually lower, and
they are going back to work. They are working hard to try to do that and they
wanted to keep us appraised on the progress regarding the fore mentioned
issue. They are going to keep us in the loop and they thanked me for my letter
to them and they got back to us.
Patty Ekstrom: Unfortunately, due to COVID 19, we are unable to have the
Veteran’s Memorial service at the Town of Carroll Veteran’s Park on
Wednesday, May 20.
Ken Dahlgren: As far as everything else, everything is pretty much cancelled
in town for Memorial Day.
Tom Allison: The Legion cancelled the parade?
Supervisor Payne: The Legion is having a Memorial Day Ceremony for
Memorial Day, but they are having it in their parking lot and everyone in
attendance has to remain in their vehicle. I did get a call back from the
commander and he asked if the town had any objections to that, and I said, No,
I think that falls within the parameters set forth by the state and county. So,
they are going to have an outdoor ceremony and they are going to have people
come and watch what is going on and stay in their cars.
Ken Dahlgren: We are doing the same thing for Fentonville, and it’s going to
actually be held at the Kiantone Church parking lot, because there is no room
in Fentonville to do a drive-in thing, so Fentonville has been moved to
Kiantone temporarily for the day.

Supervisor Payne: The Commander said that he would get back to me if they
had any changes with that, but that is where it stands right now. They cleared
it with Senator Borrello, he said it was fine, and PJ Wendel, our county
executive, they cleared that. A lot of communities are doing the same thing,
that’s what they wanted to do, they wanted to have some sort of a recognition
and I agreed. So that is what they are going to do going forward, so, anything
else?
Tom Fenton: What about the Gala Days?
Dan Sisson: We are supposed to have a meeting this weekend on it, I don’t see
how we can? We have been talking to the carnival people and the I Got It
people, it doesn’t look to promising the way things are going now, we are
supposed to have a meeting on Saturday. We will keep the town informed.
Supervisor Payne: Motion to adjourn?
Tom Fenton: So moved
Ken Dahlgren: Seconded
Supervisor Payne: All in favor signify by saying “Aye”
All: AYE
Supervisor Payne: Carried So ordered. Thank you everybody.
Meeting adjourned at 7:14pm
Respectfully submitted,

Susan Rowley
Town Clerk of Carroll

